SIR   WALTER   RALEIGH
" Tell wit how much it wrangles
in tickle points ofnycenesse.
Tell wisedome she entangles
her selfe in ouer wisenesse.
And when they doe reply
straight giue them both the lie."
And the first verse of one of the replies to it shows equally
clearly the hostility which his attitude provoked in his
acquaintances and rivals:
" Go, Eccho of the minde,
a careles troth protest;
make answere that rude Rawly
no stomach can digest"
But he could use his wit to charm as well as to attack, and
his eloquence probably did as much as his good looks to
attract the Queen. She certainly enjoyed his conversation
immoderately, and " Raleigh the witch " did not take long
to convince her that he had oracular powers. His early and
spectacular success in Ireland had made a certain Captain
Appesley so jealous as to write to Walsingham: " For mine
own part, I must be plain: I neither like his carriage nor
his company; and therefore, other than by direction and
commandment and what his right can require, he is not to
expect at my hands.33 His sudden omnipotence at court,
the ease with which this clever but penniless upstart seemed
able to twist the Queen round his little finger, enraged many
more important people. But for a time they could do no
more than mutter that he was a charlatan, an accusation
which no one versatile has ever escaped.
Raleigh suffered more from it than most men, perhaps
only because he was more versatile. Elizabeth herself may
have been influenced by it never to appoint him to any of
the more responsible offices of State. The public was cer-
tainly convinced, as it always is when a man of exceptional
talent and intelligence appears, that he was a sham. When,
on his return from the first voyage to Guiana, no great
enthusiasm was displayed, he found that the cause of the
general apathy was a report, circulated by his enemies and
easily believed by a credulous public, that he had never
gone abroad at all, but stayed hidden in Cornwall, while his
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